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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Education
REGION IX, ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF DAPITAN CITY

Office of the Schools Division Superintendent

6 August 2026

Division Memorandum
No. 3 s, 2026

DISSEMINATION OF REGIONAL MEMORANDUM NO. 517, S. 2026 ON THE STRICT
COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROTECTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL TIME DURING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHOOL-BASED ACTIVITIES UNDER THE THREE-TERM SCHOOL
CALENDAR

To: Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief, Curriculum Implementation Division (CID)
Chief, School Governance and Operation Division (SGOD)
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors
Public Elementary & Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned
This Division

1. In line with Regional Memorandum No. 517, s. 2026 titled “ Strict Compliance with the
Protection of Instructional Time during the Implementation of School-Based Activities under the
Three-Term School Calendar, this Office hereby disseminates the policy on the strict protection of
instructional time during the implementation of school-based activities under the Three-Term
School Calendar. All schools are reminded to strictly adhere to DepEd Order No. 009, s. 2026,
which provides that the Instructional Block shall be devoted exclusively to uninterrupted teaching
and learning. Consequently, all non-instructional activities such as programs, celebrations,
meetings, trainings, and similar engagements must not disrupt regular classroom instruction and
shall instead be scheduled during the End-of-Term Block or conducted outside class hours.

2. In this regard, all school heads are directed to ensure that regular classes are not
suspended, shortened, or interrupted for the conduct of any school-based activities during the
Instructional Block. Activities related to national celebrations, monthly observances, and
advocacy programs must, whenever possible, be integrated into classroom instruction or
scheduled in a manner that does not reduce instructional time. Likewise, school programs and
initiatives shall be designed and implemented without pulling out learners and teachers from
their classes unless officially authorized.

3. Further, all school officials are enjoined to refrain from scheduling meetings,
conferences, monitoring activities, and other administrative engagements requiring teachers’
attendance during class hours, unless expressly permitted under existing DepEd policies.
Requests from external stakeholders for participation during the Instructional Block shall be
carefully evaluated and endorsed only when aligned with DepEd policies and when such
participation does not disrupt classroom instruction.
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Republic of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education
REGION IX, ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF DAPITAN CITY

4. School Heads shall exercise sound administrative and instructional supervision in the
scheduling and implementation of school activities to ensure that teaching and learning remain
uninterrupted. Public Schools District Supervisors, PICDs, and Education Program Supervisors
shall monitor compliance during school visits and provide necessary technical assistance, while
CID and SGOD shall support the dissemination and monitoring of this policy through
established quality assurance mechanisms.
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5. School Heads shall exercise sound administrative and instructional supervision in the
scheduling and implementation of school activities to ensure that teaching and learning remain
uninterrupted. Public Schools District Supervisors, PICDs, and Education Program Supervisors
shall monitor compliance during school visits and provide necessary technical assistance, while
CID and SGOD shall support the dissemination and monitoring of this policy through
established quality assurance mechanisms.

6. Any deviation from these provisions that results in the disruption of instructional time
shall be addressed in accordance with existing DepEd rules and regulations.

7. All concerned are directed to ensure the widest dissemination of and strict compliance
with this Memorandum.

JAY S: ALTO, CESO V
Schools Divisipn Superintenden&

Department of Education
Division of Dapitan City

RELEASED

No. &  Date: 11
Time:_\ex'A By: G
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Bepartment of Cducation S e

REGIONAL OFFICE IX, TAMBOANGA PENINSULA
Office of the Regional Director

August 4_ 2020

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM

No. §17 u 2026

STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROTECTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL TIME
DURING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHOOL-BASED ACTIVITIES
UNDER THE THREE-TERM SCHOOL CALENDAR

To  Schools Division Supenntendents
Assistant Schools Division Supenntendents
Chaefs, CID and SGOD
cation Program Supervisors
Schools [ Ct SUPEIVINOTS
School Heads, Public Elementary, Junwor High School, and Senior High
School

All Others Concerned

Ed

1 To reiterate and ensure strict compliance with the Department of Education's
policy on the protection of instructional time undes the Three - Term School Calendar
this office 18 remminding all Schools Dmvasion Offices (SDOs| and schools that the

based. division, regional, and national actuvities shall not disrupt

regular classroom instruction dunng the Instructional Block

conduct of school

2 Purauant to Depld Order No. 009, s 2026, "Guidelities on th
of the Three-Term School Calendar in Baswe Education,” the Depe
the Instructional Block as a protected peniod exclusively devoted 1o uninterrupted
teaching and learmang. The policy clearlv provides that extracurncular actwvities

clebrations comnpetitnns tramnngs, onecatalions, mectings, and other non

Implementation
ment established

tional pagements ahall be scheduled dunng the appropriate End -of Term

Block or other penods identified in the school calendar i order to safeguard
mstructional time and ensure the contmuous delivery of the curnculum

3 Acvordingiy, all field offices and schools are directed to uphold this mandate
by ensunng that learners receiwve the full complement of instructional hours
orescribed under the cumculum

'

4. To ensure laithiul implementation of the policy, all Schools Division Offices and
¥

schools are hereby reminded of the followang
" Regular classes shall not be suspended. shortened, or interrupted for the
conduct of opening programs, launching ceremonies, kick-off actuvities
culmnation  programs awarding ceremomes. monthly  celebrations
commemorative acuvities, advocacy campaigns, or sumilar events during the

Instructional Block

b Actvities in observance of national celebrations, monthly themes, such
as socnce month, nuinton menth, Enghsh month, Aris Month ete. and
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uhru RCY PUOZTRMS \.m‘l uhrnr‘\‘rt pldl Th uhlr be megrated mnto classroom
instruction or conducted before or after class hours, dunng recess, lunch
breaks. or other schedules that do not reduce instructional tune,

. Schoti heads shall ensure that school programs and activities are
desymied and mnplemented i a manner that does not require the suspension
of classes or the pulling out of leamers and teachers from regular classroom
msiruction, except when specifically authornized by an official 1ssuance.

d Division and school officials shall refrain from scheduling mestings,
onentations canferences, NOMIIONNE activiaties, or other  admumstrative
ragagements requinng  teachers attendance dunng class hours uniess
expressly permitted under existing Depld policies

r Requests  from external agencies, parnner mstututions, amd othes
stakeholders involving learner or teacher participation dunng the Insiructionsl
Block shall be carefully evaluated and may only be endorsed when consistent
with existing DepEd polbies and when they do not distupt classroom
mstructon.

i Schools Division Supenntendenta shall ensure the widest dissemination and
farthful mplementation of this Memorandum within therr respective divisions

S School Heads shall exercise sound admunistrative supervision in scheduling
school activities and shall ensure that all teachers are able to conduct uninterrupted
classroom inatruction throughout the Instructional Block

6 All officials and personnel are expected to pnontize teaching and leamang and
ensure that all school acuvities suppon. rather than mpede, the attamment of
lenming outcomes

7 The Curnculum and Learming Managemient Division (CLMD), n coordination
with the Schools Dwvision Offices, shall montor compliance with this Memorandum
dunng techmical assistance visits, momtoring activities, and other quality assurance
mechamsms

8 Any deviation from the provimons of DepEd Onder No. 009, s, 2026, resulting
in unneeessary disruption of instructional tme, shall be sddressed in accordance
with exasting DepEd rules, regulations. and applicable admemistrative issuances

9. This Memorandum shall take effect mmediately and shall remain in force
throughout the implementation of the Three-Term Schoaol Calendar unless otherwise
amended o1 repealed by subsequent issuances

10, For more mnformation and nquines ph‘n.‘s(’ contact CLMD chuef Dr. Eugemo B
Penales through his email address cuseran LA b g I or through his
mobile phone number: 09985475490
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